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Calendar of Events
July 1  Friday

7 pm The Royalston Shakespeare 
Co. presents a workshop performance 

of Macbeth at Town Hall as only it can.  
Twenty local kids and a classic script directed 

by Marnie Anair with choreography by Tayiah 
Neale. Produced by the Friends of the Library 

with financial backing from the Royalston Cultural 
Council.  Free.  Donations appreciated. 

July 7  Thursday
1:30 pm  Summer Reading Program  begins at  the 
Phinehas Newton Library.  It continues on Thursdays at 1:30 for 
older kids.

7 pm Events Committee Meeting at Town Hall.  Come out 
to get your group involved with this panalopy of fun  planned 
for September 10, intended to provide opportunity to make some 
dough for your group, mingle with your neighbors ,and celebrate  
life in this lovely town. 

July 11  Monday
10 am Summer Reading Program for Preschoolers begins and 
continues each Mondy for a month. 

July 15  Friday
7 pm Historical Society Annual Meeting in the museum (aka 
Post Office).  Discuss the building restoration progress, historical 
projects and plan local foods supper.  Preview film of 1930s town 
life and flood,  recently digitized by Boyd Estus and set to original 
music by Caleb Chase.  Desserts served. 

July 16 - 17 Swanzey NH’s last  performance of The Old 
Homestead, a bonafied 19th C melodrama in nearly continuous 
production since it made its local playwright, Denman Thomp-
son,  quite wealthy and famous back in 1886.  Features barbershop 
quartet, cunning sets, and live oxen. Authentic Americana  unlike 
anything else you will see this summer (or  probably ever).  Free-
will donation.  Snacks sold.  Rt 32.

July 17  Sunday  
noon to 5 pm Royalston MusicFest in the field behind the 
Royalston Post Office.  Fun for the whole family

July 19  Tuesday   Full Buck Moon

July 24  Sunday
2:30  - 5 pm to hang out and swim.  Eat at 5:30.  Ladies’ Benevo-
lent Society family pot luck picnic at Chase’s camp on Packard 
Pond.   Call Beth 9-0358 for directions and more information. 

August 1- 5 
10 - 11:30 am Free Dance Camp for kids age 7 - 12 at the 
town hall led by Tayiah Neale and Brittany Brown.  Sponsored by 
the Friends. Register at the library.

August 12 Friday
7 pm  Author talk and book   release party with Noah Siegel, 
whose user-friendly guide, Mushrooms of the Redwood Coast 
will just have been released 
for sale at town hall.    Noah 
will be describing his ad-
ventures photographing and 
identifying the over 600 
mushrooms included in his 
book.  Noah has been learn-
ing about mushrooms since 
he was 8 years old and is 
recognized as one of the 
foremost taxonomists and 
mushroom photographers in 
the world.  He is the former 
president of the Monadnock 
Mushroomers Ltd, has orga-
nized and led forays on both 
coasts and inbetween, and 
is a well-known speaker on 
wild mushrooms. 
Come congratulate Royalston’s fungi phenom and perhaps be one 
of the first to take home a copy of this guide.  Refreshments.  Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library. 

August 11 Thursday         Perseid Meteor Showers begin

7 pm Old fashioned family ice cream social at the library.  
Come, churn, eat and find out the winners of the reading raffles. 

August 18 Thursday
5:27 p.m.  Full Sturgeon Moon

August 26 Friday  Women’s Equality Day

September 6 Tuesday        School reopens in the ARRSD 

September 10 Saturday  
Local foods supper , sponsored by the Royalston Historical Soci-
ety.  Proceeds used to fund the restoration of the Old School House 
#1.  Help sought.  Plant an extra row now and begin to plan what 
you might want to cook?!  This event is in cooperation with the 
Events Committee, which is planning other events for the day. 
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Select Board Notes:
Linda Alger
At the June 7th meeting,  the 
Select Board voted to of-
ficially change the name of 
the Board of Selectman, to 
the Select Board. 

Over the summer months the 
Board will begin to review 
the general by-laws.  If you 
have suggestions, please for-
ward them to the Board.

The Board applauds Re-
becca  Krause-Hardie on 
authoring and obtaining 
a grant in the amount of 
$13,000 for a reconciliation 
software package.

Royalston Historical Society
The annual Jazz in the Ballroom fundraiser was a success 
thanks to Patience Bundschuh for providing the beautiful venue 
and bringing in the band, George Vaccari for the made-to-order 
omelets, Stephen Chase for serving up liquid refreshments, the 
other members who provided numerous tasty dishes, and of 
course, our supporters who came out to enjoy a lovely June day 
with friends and music.

To complete the restoration of the Old School House #1, fun-
draising will be ongoing. A new thermometer sign installed in 
front of the museum will track progress. Thanks to your gener-
ous donations, a grant from the Massachusetts Historical Com-
mission, and a grant from the Royalston Community Preserva-
tion Fund, the society has been able to restore the exterior of 
the building creating a tight weatherproof barrier against the 
elements. The society will be mostly relying on your private 
donations for future work, such as a new roof, structural re-
pairs and interior improvements. Please  respond to our recent 
mailing and consider joining our membership.

Some projects for this summer include:
 __  a 250th Celebration 2.0 book with more photos and more 
names for the historical record.  Photos that capture the event 
are still needed. 
__  Writing and setting up  a walking tour of the South Village.  
__  Gearing up for the local food supper in September. 
Help and input needed with all of these projects.  Contact the 
historical society through its web page or Facebook page, or 
better yet, show up at the annual meeting July 15 at 7 pm in the 
town museum in Old School House #1.   
Museum is open most Saturdays from 10 am to noon 
throughout the summer. 
Contact us:  royalstonhistorical.org, 
       royalstonhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
       Peter Kraniak 978-249-7625

SELECTBO
ARD

The work has begun on the inflow and infiltration in the South Vil-
lage which will complete the Wastewater Treatment project.

As part of the Abandoned Property Initiative the Town is working 
with the Attorney General’s office regarding the disposition of #1 
School Street.

The Board would like to congratulate all recent graduates.
Wishing you a safe , happy and enjoyable summer.
ed note:  At the June 23 special town meeting, unused money from 
last year’s budget was transferred to the stabilization account.  
Five voters attended and the meeting took five minutes. 

The Village Improvement and Historical Society of Royalston, 
Inc.  was organised in 1943 with the express purpose of saving 
this old schoolhouse from being demolished. 

Are you interested in South Royalston history?  
Would you like to help the Historical Society create a historical 
walking tour of the village?  Contact the society or come to the 
annual meeting on 7/15 at the museum/Post Office. 
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 Board of Health News
Phil Leger, chair

Annual windshield stickers are in and due for renewal. Deadline 
July 1. See attendant and get yours next time at RRATS!
We love your textiles. Keep them coming!
We received some more funding from MADEP for recycling ef-
forts. Another $2500 is coming our way to complete the compost-
ing area and update some signage.
We also put in for a mattress recycling container. These will be 
shipped to Gardner for recyling. It will save space in the demo-roll 
-off once in place. Stay tuned for that.
Summer is here, so hydrate, hydrate, hydrate. Also, be aware of 
insects that bite, such as ticks and mosquitoes. 
Have a safe, fun, summer.

Reading Programs for all ages at the Library 
There are  lots of activities for kids, little kids, teens, adults and 
families going on this summer.  Please see the full list of progams 
on page 5.    Thanks to the Royalston Academy for funding which 
enables us to offer top-notch programs and to the Friends of the 
Library for funding the snacks, ice cream parties, and extras.

Older kids’ programs will take place on Thursdays at 1:30 with all 
but the first one taking place at the library.  The first program, the 
construction of fairy houses, has been moved to the town hall to 
provide plenty of work space.

Preschoolers will have four formal programs on Mondays at 10:00 
beginning on July 11 running through the first week of August.  For 
the next four Mondays in August there will be story time, snacks, 
and crafts for kids with Alyssa Bergquist leading the programs.  

For kids 7-12 there will be a Dance Camp with Tayiah Neale and 
Brittney Brown from August 1-5 from 10:00-11:30.

A  reading contest with great prizes for everyone, including two 
tickets to the Big E, hand prints from Yankee Candle, Boston Bru-
ins posters, movie tickets, and cash is about to kick off.   Every 
time you read a book, you get a ticket that can be entered to win.  

On Thursday, August 11 at 7:00 there will be a fantastic, family 
ice cream social at the library with lots of great ice cream and top-
pings for you to make that perfect sundae.  We will be drawing the 
winners for the summer reading raffle.  Read and win and enjoy an 
evening of good fun, good friends, and good food! 

MusicFest 2016 is Here!!!!
One of  the Royalston Cultural Council’s most anticipated events, 
MusicFest 2016 will happen on Sunday, July 17th, from noon to 5 
pm at Bullock Park (behind Historical Museum/Post Office).

We welcome this year headliner band Blue Honey who will grace 
our stage beginning promptly at 4 pm.  The music kicks off at 
noon with Jazz Depot, followed by Williams Brothers Band, Ra-
chel Killay, Jacqueline Burns, Erin Girouard, and Rene Lake-Ga-
gliardi & Marc Erwin.

The Royalston Fire Department will be smokin’ up their always 
delicious offerings, including hamburgers and hot dogs, and there 
will be ice cream, face painting, kids games, and general merri-
ment.

This event is free and open to the public, and will take place rain or 
shine (rain location:  Town Hall)  Bring your own canopy, chairs, 
and blankets, or take advantage of one of several canopies set up 
around the field. Bring your friends, family, neighbors, kids, even 
your mother-in-law!
For more information please call Deb Nunes at 978-249-4000. 

Little Free Library Coming to the Park
Royalston’s own Little Free Library is being installed in the park 
in South Royalston.  In a few weeks, you will be able to go to 
www.littlefreelibrary.org  and find our little library by typing in 
Royalston’s zip code.  You will be able to go and take a book and 
you can leave a book, but only  if you like.  There is no obligation. 
These libraries are popping up all around the world . The Wall 
Street Journal says, “Lit-
tle Free Library is a 
global sensation.”    

The Friends of the Li-
brary have sponsored 
this little library, which 
Stephen Chase de-
signed, constructed and 
installed.  It will be 
stocked with books on a 
regular basis by the staff 
and friends of the library. 
It is little and free and a 
library, a compelling hat 
trick.  Please jump in the 
ring and  to use it.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Polly Longsworth, Jeffrey Magnum, Clarence Rabideau
Mondays: 10:00 am- 8:30 pm. Thursdays 1:00pm - 5:00pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm

Saturdays: 9:00 am - 12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

Library Book  Discussion Group meets at 4:30 the 3rd Mon-
day of most months.  It is taking a summer break in July and August 
and will meet September 18 with Willa Cather’s Oh Pioneers.    All 
welcome .  Copies of the selection are available at  the library.

Summer Yoga Classes 
 We are delighted that Janet Bettey has agreed to continue Yoga classes – ‘Bit 
of Bliss’ - during the summer.  Programs will be held outdoors at 7:00 p.m. in 
the library garden beginnning on June 5.  These classes are free but donations 
are accepted.  Janet has been working toward certification and donating her 
time to give these classes and we are very appreciative.

Donations to the Friends
Leslie Williams
Deb and Joe Nunes
Tony Ferragamo
Benny and Susan Gronowicz
Cheryl and Dan Mahoney fo rthe Little Free Library

Thank you
Maureen Blasco, Beth Gospodarek, Sharon Harmon, Prospect 
Hill Farm and Patti Stanko for once again donating lots of plants 
and running another successful plant sale.
To everyone who donated plants and books to the sales.
Matt Wasserloos of Achille Agway Keene for donating plants.
Tyler Boyd for help carting books for the book sale and for orga-
nizing and sprucing up the basement of the library.
Royalston Academy for funding the summer programs.

Royalston Shakespeare Co. presents Macbeth
July 1, 7 pm at town hall

, 
Two weeks, 20 kids, a great script, Royalston summer,  and a 
lot of energy are poured into  this workshop production of the 
Scotish Play,  produced by the Friends of the Library with fund-
ing from the Royalston Cultural Council.  Players include:  
Bella Cooke, Charlie and Nora Savage, Cyrus, Theo and Na-
thaniel Belmont, Earnest Faron, Erin Kimball, Ethan, Liam 
and Gregor Goodlett,  Griffin, Liberty, Oscar, and Lola Smith, 
Ian, Libbie, Jenna, and Deryn  Susman, Isabel Cardona, Jackie 
and Brent Nystrom, Mason Mello, and Zoe Rabinowitz.   Direc-
tor is Marnie Anair and choreography by Tayiah Neale.  Tech-
nical ssistance by Maureen Blasco, Grace Belmont, and Beth  

Art Exhibit 
In coordination with the summer reading program featuring The 
Caterpillar Lab, Sam Jaffe will have some of his photos on exhibit 
during the months of July and August.  Sam has been photograph-
ing caterpillars since 2008 after graduating from Brown Universi-
ty.  To see some of Sam’s photos and to learn about The Caterpillar 
Lab visit www.thecaterpillarlab.org.

T&B Dance Camp at the Town Hall
Kids aged 7-12 can per-
fect their dance skills 
with free dance lessons 
from Tayiah Neale and 
Brittney Brown.  The 
classes will be held in 
the Town Hall August 
1-5 from 10:00-11:30 
with a performance 
for friends and fam-
ily on Friday after the 
last class.  Tayiah and 
Brittney have been 
studying dance for years 
and will teach a variety 
of styles throughout the 
week.  No dance expe-
rience is necessary to 
sign up for the classes.  
Snacks will be served.  
To sign up pick up a 
registration form at the 

library or email to TANDBDANCECAMP@gmail.com.  New Color Copier
The library has just replaced its 10 year old copier with an amaz-
ing color copier, which will also be the printer for all the library 
computers.  We are in the process of hooking it all up.  You will 
be able to print from a flash drive.  The color reproduction is top 
quality.  Black copies will still be ten cents and color copies will 
be up to $1.00 for a full page copy.  The machine also has a fax 
machine and can scan and fax or print.
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Adult Fiction
Andrews, Mary Kay The Weekends 
Backman, Fredrik Britt-Marie was Here
Barr, Nevada  Boar Island
Bass, Rick  For a Little While
Brown, Pierce  Red Rising 
Cline, Emma  The Girls
Danler, Stephanie  Sweetbitter
DiSclafani, Anton The After Party
Frank, Dorothea  All Summer Long
Furst, Alan  A Hero of France
Hamilton, Steve  The Second Life of Nick Mason
Hannah, Sophie   A Game for All the Family
Harvey, Michael  Brighton 
Hilderbrand, Elin     Here’s to Us
Howard, Linda  Troublemaker
Johnson, Craig  The Highwayman
King, Stephen  End of Watch
McMillan, Terry  I Almost Forgot About You
Mosley, Walter  Charcoal Joe
Nguyen, Viet Thanh The Sympathizer 
Preston, Douglas  Beyond the Ice Limits
Proulx, Annie  Barkskins
Roberts, Nora  Bay of Sights
Rowley, Steven  Lily and the Octopus
Straub, Emma  Modern Lovers
Swift, Graham  Mothering Sunday
Thor, Brad  Foreign Agent
Unger, Lisa  Ink and Bone
Vyleta, Dan  Smoke

Adult non-fiction
Banks, Russell  Voyager
Brown, Daniel  The Boys in the Boat
Buhner, Stephen  Healing Lyme
Capote, Truman  In Cold Blood
Coates, Ta-Nehisi  The Beautiful Struggle
Di Giovanni, Janine The Morning They Came for Us
Druchunas, Donna How to Knit Socks that Fit
Frazier, Ian  Hogs Wild
Futterman, Matthew Players
Jacobs, A.J.  Drop Dead Healthy
Junger, Sebastian  Tribe
Klosterman, Charles But Maybe We’re Wrong 
Milner, Greg  Pinpoint
Newman, Katherine Reskilling America
Tsabary, Shefali  The Awakened Family
Williams, Terry  The Hour of Land 
Zommer, Yuval  The Big Book of Bugs

DVDs
The 5th Wave, 13 Hours, The Finest Hours, Gods of Egypt, How 
to be Single, Monkey Kingdom (DVD & Blu-Ray), PAW Patrol: 
Brave Heroes, Big Rescues, Race, Root Hog or Die, Rizzoli & 
Isles Season 6, Where to Invade Next, Zoolander 2

Young Adult Fiction/Non-Fiction
Bradshaw, Cheryl  How to Like Yourself
Dellaira, Ava  Love Letters to the Dead
Galbraith, James  What Everyone Needs to Know
Hutchinson, Shaun We are the Ants
Kreps, Sarah  Drones
Morreale, Marie  Ansel Elgort

Children’s Fiction
Bradley, Kimberly The War that Saved my Life
Breen, Steve  Woodpecker Wants a Waffle
Bush, Laura  Our Great Big Backyard 
Cruz, Melissa  Return to the Isle of the Lost
Grisham, John  The Scandal
Kann, Victoria         Pinkalicious and Aqua, the Mini-Mermaid 
Khan, Hena  It’s Ramadan, Curious George
Lodding, Linda  Painting Pepette
MacLachlan, Patricia The Moon’s Almost Here
Marcero, Deborah Ursa’s Light
McCully, Emily  Clara
Mlynowski, Sarah Sticks and Stones
Murray, Alison  Hare and Tortoise
Watts, Jeri  Piece of Home

Children’s Non-Fiction
Barton, Chris  Whoosh!
Berne, Emma  What a Kick
Burgan, Michael Miracle on Ice
Carney, Elizabeth Planets 
Cousteau, Philippe Follow the Moon Home
Duke, Shirley  Pyramids of Egypt 
FitzSimmons, David Salamander Dance 
Hodge, Susie  The Children’s Interactive                                           
Story of Art
Hooks, Gwendolyn Tiny Stitches 
Montgomery, Sy The Great White Shark Scientist 
Stewart, Melissa Dolphins

Children’s Audiobook
Pennypacker, Sara Pax
CDs
Clapton, Eric I Still Do
Definite Maybes Leaving the Station
Grande, Ariana Dangerous Woman
Trainor, Meghan Thank You

Some of the new books , DVDs and CDs at your library
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Congratulations and good news
Got something to crow about? Send your accomplishments  and mile-
stones to the Royalston Community Newsletter  (chasegos2@gmail.com) 

Congratulations to Samantha Hutchins, graduating in May, sum-
ma cum laude from Westfield State University. She is the daughter 
of Ron and Carrie Hutchins of Royalston.
She received an outstanding Environmental Science Student 

Award in April.  As an under-
graduate, she studied abroad 
in Costa Rica during January 
break. She also served as Co-
President of the Environmen-
tal Club and worked at the 
W.S.U. rock wall.
    Samantha worked as a Park 
Ranger at the Tully Camp-
ground in Royalston in the 
summer of 2014 and for the 
U.S. Army Corp. at Tully Lake 
in the summer of 2015. She 
hopes to pursue  a career as 
an Environmental Educator or 
Park Ranger. She is currently 
pursuing her dreams working 
as a Park Ranger in Montana.

Congratulations to Rhiannon Theresa Fletcher, 2016 graduate 
of Monty Tech.  While at Monty Tech health occupations was 

her shop trade and she gradu-
ates as a CNA and a medical 
assistant and is in the process 
of testing for EMT.  She was a 
member of the student council, 
school council, student advisory 
committee and National Honor 
Society.  She maintained high 
honor roll status all four years.  
She was a three year participant 
in the Skills USA competition, 
making it all the way to the dis-
trict level of competition.  She 
was also a 4 year varsity field 
hockey player for Monty Tech.  
She was awarded the top goal-
keeper in the league for 3 years 
in a row, as well as named to the 

All Star team 3 years in a row by the Colonial Athletic League 
coaches.  She helped champion her team her sophomore, junior and 
senior year to the Central MA Division II district playoffs, making 
history with her teammates and going all the way to the quarterfi-
nals her senior year.  She concluded her high school career with a 
GAA of 0.35, over 100 saves in net and a career high of 14 shut-
outs.  She has been accepted in the honors nursing program at Anna 
Maria College.  She will continue her field hockey career over the 
summer traveling to Amsterdam to play for 10 days as well as play-
ing for the Anna Maria College field hockey team in the fall.  She is 
the daughter of very proud parents Jon and Jackie Fletcher.

Allisyn R Mowrey 
graduated from Monty 
Tech, May 25, from the 
electrical shop. She will 
be continuing her ca-
reer working for Wayne 
J Griffin Electric to get 
her electricians license.

 Grady MacPhee finished his Junior year at Haverford College in Philadelphia 
where he is majoring in Political Science with concentrations in Peace, Justice 
and Human Rights and Middle East Studies.  He spent the fall semester in Lon-
don studying at King’s College in its renowned War Studies Program and begins 
his thesis-year at Haverford in the fall. 
    In May, Grady was awarded the Herman M. Somers Fellowship for his work 
for the Foreign Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia. The fellowship is 
awarded to a Junior at Haverford College majoring in political science in service 
to public policy analysis and practice.
     In June, Grady was selected for Haverford College’s Ethical Leadership Sum-
mer Fellowship Program. The program gives students the opportunity to develop 
and hone leadership skills to effect morally sound, meaningful change in the 
fields of law, business and medicine. This summer, Grady will be interning as an 
equity analyst at Gilder, Gagnon, Howe & Co., an investment services firm in 
New York City. The firm believes that human creativity and innovation produces 
new enterprises with ideas which, when well executed, change the world.

 

2016 Monty Tech graduates:  Taryne Swan, Dahlia Wright, Lo-
ryn Killay, Melissa Persson, Rhiannon Fletcher, Allisyn Mow-
rey and John Knight.
The class of 2016 at Athol High Schol included Royalstonians 
Charlie White, Abigail Divoll, Curtis Neale, Ethan Blake, and 
Zachary Roberts ...  Kudos. 

 While Owen MacPhee is sad to miss  acting with 
the Royalston Shakespeare Company’s this sum-
mer, he is honored to have been selected to partici-
pate in Deerfield Academy’s Center for Service and 
Global Citizenship International Travel Program.   
As part of a two week program, Through the Lens of 
History: Europe During the War Years, Owen will 
visit historical sites in France, Germany and Poland.
    When he returns, he will resume catching duties 
for the American Junior Legion Post #81 baseball 
team in Greenfield and delve into an  intership with 
Seeds of Solidarity Farm and Education Center.   
Through a scholarship from Deerfield Academy’s  
Summer Service Grant Program,  Owen will help 
build an octagonal timber structure for  the Garlic & 
Arts Festival, learn no-till farming techniques, and 
work on a project to turn human urine into fertilizer!
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Monty Tech News
Tayiah Neale from Royalston 
was one of ten students chosen 
to go on a humanitarian trip to 
Haiti in the 2016-2017 school 
year with Monty Tech. The ap-
plication process required her 
to write an essay about why 
she wanted to go on the trip and 
acquire two letters of recom-
mendation. There were many 
applicants, but because of her 
essay, letters of recommenda-
tion, community service, and 
academic achievements, she 
was chosen to go . Tayiah is 
looking forward to working 
with the children there. 

What’s happening at the Village School?
Rise Richardson, director
Thank you to everyone who participated in Saturday Morning on 
Royalston Common on June 4th.  It was a glorious day that con-
tributed significantly to building our new home at Camp Caravan.  

Openings in the Village School for Fall 2016
There are openings in preschool, kindergarten and 1st-3rd grades.  
Call the school at 249 3505 for more information and to start the 
application process.  Find out about financial aid too.

Summer Programs for Children at the Village School
Go to www.villageschoolma.org  to get the PDF brochure of the 
July Summer Programs for children ages 8 to 14.  
Science and Art in Nature  July 11-15, from 9 to 1 daily.   Artist and 
art teacher Kerry Stone joins forces with field biologist and science 
teacher Cathy Szal to present science, nature and art as a single cre-
ative experience for children.  Children explore lakes and streams, 
use microscopes, make nature prints and work in clay.
Woodworking with Kids  July 18 -23, from 9 to 3 daily.  Teacher 
Leanne Limoges and woodworker Tim Cox team up to teach tool 
skills, guide projects and help children design their own creations.  
Discounts are given to Royalston families, courtesy of Royalston 
Academy.  Brochures are at the Post Office and the library.

Instrumental Music Lessons at the Village School this Summer
Flute, recorder, guitar, cello, piano and ukelele lessons are also 
available throughout the summer, open to all ages, including adults.  
Students may begin cello, violin and piano at age 4, recorder, guitar 
and ukulele at age 6, and flute at age 9.  Group and private lessons 
are available.   Flexible schedule: Just sign up for the weeks when 
you’re home – you won’t be charged for lessons when you’re on 
vacation! For more information. email jocelyn.langer@gmail.com
School starts…..  Preschool and K-1 Orientation are Tuesday, Sept. 
6th, and the first day of school is Wednesday Sept. 7 th.

July Events at the 1794 MEETINGHOUSE 
Diane “Linq” Lincoln

Thursday 7th: The Definite Maybes perform original rock, blues 
and R&B featuring  Melanie Mangum and Scott Monette from 
Royalston, and Charlie Mallet from Athol

 Saturday 9th: Orange native Samantha Farrell performs jazz/pop 
with liquor-honey vocals & deft guitar.

 Thursday 14th: Keith Murphy and Becky Tracy play traditional 
acoustic music from Canada, Ireland and more

 Sunday 17th: Gathering Time is a head-turning folk trio a la 
Byrds, Crosby, Stills & Nash, etc. with guest vocalist Mara Levine

 Thursday 21st: The Patrick Coman Band plays red dirt roots, 
blues, folk-rock, soul and country

 Saturday 23rd: Mist Covered Mountains plays original & tradi-
tional Celtic music with stunning vocals

 Sunday   24th: Athol native Ethan Bremner performs operatic se-
lections from Carmen

 Thursday 28th: Lonesome Brothers – country swagger, wistful 
folk and breezy rock

 Saturday 30th: Mitch Chakour returns with high octane roots rock 
& roll
More information at 1794meetinghouse.org

Local Scholarship Recipients
The Royalston Academy proudly announces that the 2016 Kath-
erine Seymour Bullock Cole Scholarship is awarded to Rhiannon 
Fletcher and the 2016 Judy Jenkins Musco Fund Scholarship is 
awarded to Abigail Divoll.  The Royalston Academy wishes con-
tinued success to these award winners.

Abby Divoll, Rhiannon Fletcher, and Zachary Roberts all recieved 
Ladies’ Benevolent Society scholarships. They received the Max-
ine Wilcox, Pat Poor, and Arline Vining Scholarships respectively.

 Ladies’ Benevolent Society Family Picnic

.

Before she goes to Haiti, Tayiah is giving to her own community by 
helping with Shakespeare and running the library dance camp. 

Photo shows Ladies Benevolent Society Tea summer 1942 at the Raymond 
Sisters’ home   (now Casinghinos’).   This summer’s  LBS pot luck family 
picnic and paddle will be July 24 on Packard Pond. Swim in the afternoon.  
Eat at around 5:30. All welcome.  Call Beth for details 9-0358.
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Classifieds
Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and dog 
shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.com  Call 
at 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454

Horse Board: Closed shed w. turnout available in Royalston at Black Horse 
Farm for one or two horses. $300 monthly per horse, advance pay discounts 
available - secure space, arena, nearby trails.  Breed your mare to your stal-
lion of choice. Call  978-249-9880 or suzannagaits@gmail.com

Laurie Truehart:  private wood carving lessons.  978-249-3291. 

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, bro-
chures, business cards, etc... Also photo and slide scanning offered. Bar-
bara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

House cleaning.  4 hr - $60.00.  Royalston resident.  Call Fran:  home  249-
4596 or  cell  978- 895-0817.  

Need help cleaning your house, outdoor work, or other odd jobs?  $16/
hr.  Call Kathleen Lawrence Pirro at 978-249-9774.

Justice of the Peace. Mariah Mallet 249-9410. 

Affordable horseback riding lessons.  C + R Ranch on the Royalston 
border in Winchendon.  All ages; beginner and up.  Call Cindy 978-894-5611

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call Theresa Gates 
413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593

Free:
Coal – free for the pickup. About a cubic yard. Convenient, easy access. 
Nut sized, loose in an indoor bin at ground level near the common. Call 
Hugh – 781 438-5032 for details.

For sale: 
Electric Brake Control & cable for a Chevrolet. $25 Call Fred 
978-249-3879 

Baby Einstein Pack N Play w/carrying bag, 2 sheets & some tod-
dler toys. $25. Call Marsha 508-735-4447

Recumbent Bike - EDGE 595r top quality for fitness workout pro-
gram or rehab. AC monitor charts your progress. Excellent condi-
tion. $200.  Call Pat at 978-249-2722. 

Computer Armoire: Lt. cherry finish, 38” wide X 23” deep X 54 
1/2 high.  Slide out printer shelf, slide out keyboard shelf and other 
storage.  Excellent condition-$250. Call 978-249-7691

Royalston-raised Pork Sausage:  $4.00 per pound.  Packaged in 
1 lb. packages.  Breakfast, Hot and Sweet Italian available.  Please 
call. Chet  978-249-2183

Squire Davis Farm honey  $7.00 lb.  Available in 1 and 2 lb jars.  
Call Deb Nunes at 978-249-4000.  Cash only.

Three barn stalls available.  Some tack available Companion mare 
available. Call Suzanne at Black Horse Farm  (978) 249-9880 or cell: 
(413) 336-1263.

Mulch your garden -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from Black 
Horse Farm (978) 249-9880, (413) 336-1263 or email   suzannagaits@
gmail.com

Hand-knitted  baby sweater sets, etc.  Call 978-249-4013.
 
Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale,    Contact Helen at 978-249-3163 or 774-
239-5062

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar house. Prices pints $10, 
quarts $17, half gallons $30 and gallons $52.  Call John  978-894-5109

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon Mor-
rison at 978-249-2947.

Firewood-   No more dry firewood.  Green firewood $195/ 170 cu feet. or  
$380/340 cu feet.  Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Sam’s Canine Companions L.L.C.

Sherry A. Miner
71 Athol Road
PO Box 123
Royalston MA 01368
508-873-0629 call or text Professional all breed grooming 

and obedience training

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Full Breakfast

Royalston General Store
Mon - Wed 7am-7pm. Thur & Fri 7am - 8pm 

Sat 8am -8pm. Sun 9am - 6pm

978-249-9798
Subs • Pizza • Pasta• Beer • Wine

Liquor • Lottery • Groceries • Hardware
Eat In or Take Out

Daisy Duke’s Country Salon
Waterville Plaza, 10 Main Street

Winchendon, MA
Hair, Nails, Tanning Services 

& Hydro Massage  
Hair Stylists

Lisa Martin & Emma LeGrand
Call for an appointment:

978-297-1200

When I arrived at my house last week I found someone had 
placed a “blind tent and chair” less than 300 feet from my house 
in the woods just over a stone wall. This placing a “blind tent, of 
course, and shooting a gun this close to a resident is against Mas-
sachusetts State law. The blind and chairs have been confiscated 
and will be turned over to State & or Royalston Police.

We will now post our entire property and stop all hunting of any 
game animals on the property due to the gross negligence of who 
ever placed this on our property without permission. The liability 
of hunters on our property is to great now when not present. We 
will ask the Royalston Police Dept. to now watch more closely 
for intruders on the property. 

   

George H. Bodman
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Soda Fountain Summer   Deb D’Amico
My family moved to the White Mountains of New Hampshire 
the summer I turned six. My father, a pharmacist, had purchased 
a drug store at the south end of Main Street, across from the park 
and one building away from our apartment in The Villa. 

My father’s drug store was a wondrous place. Its shelves were 
stocked with aspirins, bandages, and ointments as well as items 
that sounded like sorcery - witch hazel, calamine lotion, and tinc-
ture of green soap. But the store’s best feature by far was its soda 
fountain - a span of gleaming Formica that stretched along one 
wall the entire length of the store. It was flanked by two cash regis-
ters, one of which had push buttons and a hand crank. Red-topped 
stools swiveled as customers took their seats, and conversation 
flowed easily among townspeople who knew each other well. 

My sister and I began working at the soda fountain after school and 
during summers in our early teens. We served coffee and donuts, 
sundaes and frappes, ice cream floats, and colas made from Coke 
syrup and seltzer water. In the winter we offered bowls of Camp-
bell’s Tomato Soup with Saltine crackers. Our soda fountain was 
busy all year round, but the arrival of “the summer people” in June 
made our soda fountain glamorous.  

They came from exotic places: Manhattan, Long Island, Boston, Con-
necticut. They brought with them astounding accents and requests 
for The Sunday New York Times. Their overheard conversations had 
nothing to do with the life I lived, and I was fascinated. A whole 
world existed out there of which I was only beginning to be aware. 

One afternoon a man from New York sat at our counter and re-
quested an “egg cream.” My blank look prompted his explana-
tion: it was a fountain drink, particular to Brooklyn, and requiring 
an exact balance of chocolate syrup, milk, and seltzer. No, it was 
NOT an ice cream soda without the ice cream. It was a differ-
ent concoction all together and had nothing to do with eggs. He 
tutored me patiently as I made my first attempt, which he gamely 
consumed. 

He was in town for a week, and each day he returned to our soda 
fountain to help me refine my egg cream until he pronounced it 
“perfect!” Then he left, but my skill with egg creams remained 
and was appreciated by New Yorkers for many summers. In New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains, they were delighted to find a lit-
tle bit of home. And with my new-
found cosmopolitan flair, I was hap-
py to oblige. 

All these years later I have married 
a transplanted New Yorker. He, too, 
was astounded to learn that I not only 
knew what an egg cream was, but 
that I’d learned to make one from a 
fellow New Yorker long ago. For all 
the transplanted New Yorkers living 
in our town, and for anyone else who 
is curious, we offer the secret recipe 
in this diagram. Happy summer!

Garden Notes   June 22, 2016

No fluff, no filler, no rants this month.  If I am unable to come up 
with a column’s worth of garden notes in late June, I am not gar-
dening.  Gardening is occurring in its every manifestation:  direct 
seeding (more cucumbers, more carrots, more beets), transplant-
ing (late brassicas), weeding (of course), mulching, and harvest-
ing (fixings for the salad bowl:  lettuce, spinach, chard, and rad-
ishes).  And, oh yes, the pursuit of the potato beetle.  Sunday is 
go-to-church day for some.  For me, it is Sunday go-to-the potato 
patch day.  (Though a case could be made that since I approach 
the garden with a large measure of awe and reverence, I, too, go to 
church on Sunday.)  It takes approximately one and a half hours to 
cruise the four hundred fifty feet of potatoes, in search of adults, 

larvae, and egg clusters.  The 
beetles arrived early and in force, 
making this task a formidable 
one this year.  All are dispatched.  
(Note to vegetarians:  even the 
consumption of potatoes requires 
killing; they may lack big brown 
eyes staring at us, but beetles are 
nonetheless living, replicating 
creatures.)  One does not spot a 
solitary potato beetle; rather they 
appear in pairs.  The family na-
ture of this newsletter proscribes 
any description of their activities.  
Suffice to say, the survival of the 

species is assured.  

The newsletter is about to embark on its summer vacation, a bless-
ing for its editor, but an inopportune time for the writer of garden 
matters.  Developments over the next sixty days will be dramatic.  
Currently the eyes are drawn to the six-foot tall sugar snap peas 
and the garlic approaching maturity.  Both will disappear within 
a month.  Barely visible are the just-emerged corn and winter 
squash.  In sixty days the corn will be five feet tall, the squash 
vines even longer.
More immediately, the peas have formed and within a week will 
have plumped up enough to mark the onset of the season of the 
sugar snap, when, for a period of three to four weeks, they are 
consumed on a daily basis.  Fresh, they are a treat; frozen, decid-
edly less so (like almost all frozen vegetables).  Even more imme-
diately, we are in the midst of the season of strawberries.  Devoted 
readers may recall that I had long ago given up on strawberries, 
but, two years ago, set out some plants for one final effort.  Re-
sults last year were acceptable so I maintained and expanded the 
patch.  (Actually, the strawberries do their own expanding, send-
ing off runners in all directions).  Results this year have been more 
than acceptable; we are awash in strawberries and there is hardly a 
foodstuff I would rather be awash in.

In the next sixty days, I foresee the unforeseen.  That is the chal-
lenge of gardening.  Meeting the challenge, that is its reward.
        
     Larry Siegel
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Pearson Rubbish
978-249-5125

127 Bliss Hill Road, Royalston
Full Service Disposal

Weekly Pick Up in Royalston

Prompt Courteous Service                           Call Russ

Performance Press
Owners- Sandy and Dick Creamer

Winchendon
978-297-0433    Fax: 978-297-1719

email: perf4man@aol.com
color copies .50     wedding invitations

soup to nuts printing

The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Family Pet Mobile Veterinary Services
Sue Ellen Mowcomber DVM

Caring for your pet in the 
comfort of your home.

978-249-4626
www.familypetmobilevet.net

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

cell 508-425-0570
MA CS #62476   HIC # 115978

MA Lead Cert. #LR000324

Bob Leblanc, Royalston

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368

Telephone: (978) 249-5879

Cloutiers’  Pete & Henry’s
18 Main St. (Rt. 68) in South Royalston, MA 01368

Thu. 4-9; Fri. 4-10; Sat. 3-10; Sun. 1-8 p.m.
Closed Independence Day weekend 

Reopening 4 p.m. July 7, 2016   
978-249-9845 ~ Gift Certificates Available ~ 978-249-8375
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel, Alexandra Krasowski

Submission deadline for Sept. issue:Aug. 21   
Please Contact Us

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:
 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. This 
Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston house-
holds as a public service provided by the Friends of the Phine-
has S. Newton Library with support from the Performance 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the 
entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

Wildlife Sightings
Becky and Molly Divoll saw 
this bear June 3rd near the  
Phinehas Newton house on NE 
Fitzwilliam Rd. 
ed note:  A visitor from Scotland 
in Royalston for one day, spot-
ted a bear (likely the same one) 
in my yard while I’ve lived here 
for  decades and not seen such 
a sight. However,   elegant Cedar Waxwings are flocking on the edge of the 
Barclay meadow,  the better to raid my strawberry patch each dawn . Gray 
Catbirds are strategically placing their nests near my blueberries, biding 
time until the fruit ripens.  Fireflies have recenlty been twinkling with the 
most efficient lights in the world—100% of the energy is emitted as light.  
(Compare that to an incandescent bulb, which emits 10% of its energy as 
light and the rest as heat.)  At least, fireflies are not after my garden.  Adult 
fireflies may not eat anything at all as they live only long enough to mate 
and lay eggs. The males cruise the yard  flashing while the female waits in 
the trees until she likes what she sees and  lights up.

George H. Bodman was alarmed recently to find  a “blind tent and chair” 
in the woods less than 300 feet from his house . Discharging a firearm this 
close to a residence is, of course,  against Massachusetts State law. People 
come to the woods in Royalston to live deliberately, so the woods get a lot 
of use for purposes such as foraging, horseback riding, skiing, nature walk-
ing,  snowmobiling,  hunting and dog walking.  Mr. Bodman reminds all to 
be respectful of the overlap. 


